Advent Wreath

We all know Advent is a season of preparation, of getting ready. Just what does that mean? Some thoughts

from Archbishop Smith:

"This holy season points us not only to our commemoration of the Lord’s coming among us as a child born of
the Virgin Mary but also to his coming again at the end of time and to his many “advents” in our daily lives

now...

"Becoming ready .. means taking a serious look at how we are living and asking questions such as: what do |, in
fact, worship? Myself? My possessions? Reputation? Desires? And from where do | take instruction? To what
voices am | listening and giving my trust? Do | turn to the Internet? Social media? Magazines? TV shows? What

is shaping my mindset?

"These are tough and challenging questions, but they cannot be postponed. When Jesus speaks in the Gospel of
his return (cf. Matthew 24:37-44), he makes clear that he will come at a time we simply cannot know. The

conclusion is clear: the time to get our lives in order is now.

"Advent is not about candles on a wreath. It is about having a life that is enlightened by right order. May God
grant us the grace to clear up any disorder in our lives and thus to be ready to greet him joyfully when he

comes."

~From Quid Novum by Archbishop Richard Smith~

5 R AETEFI N 3 (A TS e M
Mary Help of Christians Chinese Catholic Parish

10140 - 119" Street, Edmonton, Alberta T5K 1Y9 Tel.: 780-482-7481  Fax: 780-482-7488
Email: edmontonchineseparish@gmail.com Website: edmontonchineseparish.org

&R Parish Newsletter

¥ HEsERE: Weekend Collections Dec 4™, 2016
¥ H5REEEL Sunday Collection $2,309.05
AR Special Offering $2,545.00
Fos, &) EEZEA | Together We Serve $1,524.00

TEFOERT Mass Schedule :

BHES TRy (ERE
BHH BRI (5E

BRI (8
TECWHS (R

SRR

SR HRIK 30 5750

WS BT

PR :

R R L8

S HEERTHRE L -

TR

SRR T B A R R R

Saturday 4:30 p.m. (Cantonese)
Sunday  9:30 a.m. (English)
11:00 a.m. (Cantonese)
2:30 p.m. (Mandarin)
Sacrament of Reconciliation :
30 minutes before 4:30 p.m. Saturday mass and
9:30 a.m., 11:00 a.m. and 2:30 p.m. Sunday masses

Weekday Masses :
Tuesday to Friday 11:00 a.m. (Cantonese)

Mass of the Sacred Heart of Jesus - First Friday of every month-:

5:30p.m. (Cantonese)
Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament & Benediction will be followed
after mass

AR
2H— RE

B = BEN BAHRETSS

AV e

Office Hours:
Monday Close

iE Tuesday to Saturday 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.
Statutory Holidays Close

EAEERE . ZHC  Pastor: Rev. Dominic Qin
B RE+ZHF+—H REHE=FH
December 11*, 2016 Third Sunday of Advent
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The Prayer Group’s Christmas Celebration
A Christmas Celebration has been organized by The Prayer Group on December the 15th at
Red Deer. It is open to parishioners at a cost of $20. Activities include Mass celebrate by
Father Qin at St. Mary Church, and buffet lunch. Each participant will receive a small
Christmas gift as well. Bus leaves our church at 8:45 a.m. and scheduled to be back at 5:00
p.m. If you are interested, please contact Bill Fung at (780) 964-2402. The daily mass on this
day will be cancelled.

The Sacrament of Reconciliation during Advent Season
On Saturday, December 17th Fr. Qin will be available in the chapel for Reconciliation from
10:00am to 12:00pm and 1:00pm to 3:00pm. Please take this opportunity to confess our sins
and to receive the graces to live holier lives.

Food Bank Collection on Dec 17™" & 18

To express our Christian love and generosity to those in need, on the 4™ Advent Weekend
(Dec 17" & 18™M), the parish will collect non-perishable food donation for the Food Bank.
Please support generously.

New Year's Eve count-down party

Once again this year, our parish will be organizing a New Year's Eve count-down party to
welcome 2017. As well, it will be a time to celebrate the wedding anniversaries of some of
our parishioners. The celebration will be held on Saturday, December 31st, 2016 from 6:00
p.m. to midnight at Cha For Tea Palace. Tickets are $50 per person (same price for children
over 6 years old). A 10% discount will be offered for purchase of a full table with ten tickets.
Throughout the evening there will be games, performances, music and dancing entertaining.
Come enjoy a fun night with your friends and relatives. Please purchase the tickets at the
Information Desk.

Donation towards the Building Fund

The maintenance and repair of our parish building in 2016 incurred a plentiful amount of
spending. These included the replacement of boilers, repair of the leaking roof and the
rectory garage, plus many regular building supplies and maintenance. As a result, a big
portion of our parish's building and maintenance fund has been depleted. In order to
maintain a healthy upkeep of our parish building, we are requesting your generous donation
to the parish maintenance fund regularly and especially during Advent and Christmas
periods. God bless!

Second Collection

There will be a second collection for <Building Fund> and <Building Loan Repayment> this
coming weekend. Thank you for your generosity.
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Special announcement

Beatrice Lee has resigned from her duties as parish secretary
and is currently on her well deserved vacation. Marianna Chan
has gracefully stepped up to fill her place. The parish would like
to thank Beatrice for her dedicated service and hard work in the
past four years. At the same time > we wish Marianna all the
best in this new role for many years to come. May God bless
them both!

There is a change of parish office hours effective December
24th. The office will be closed on Saturdays. If there are any
inquiries, please call or attend the office during regular office
hours ( Tuesdays to Fridays from 10 am to 2 pm, 10:30 to 11 am
and noon to 12:30 pm on Sundays). You can also leave a phone
message or email the church with any requests. A locked
mailbox will be installed outside the office for parishioners to
drop off any applications or mass offering envelopes. Please
remember to leave your contact number. All these will be
responded without delay.
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Mass Schedule for Christmas 2016 & New Year 2017

December 24
Saturday

Christmas Midnight Mass

9:00 P.M.
(Cantonese)

9:30 A.M. (English)

December 25 11:00 A.M.
. . D
Sunday Christmas Mass during the Day (Cantonese)
2:30 P.M. (Mandarin)
December 31 New Year’s Eve Thanksgiving Mass 4:30 P.M.
Saturday (Cantonese)
9:30 A.M. (English)
January 1, 2014 Mary, the Holy Mother of God 11:00 A.M.
Sunday (Solemnity, Day of Obligation) (Cantonese)

2:30 P.M. (Mandarin)




